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Maricopa County had 1,491 heat-associated deaths 
from 2006 - 2019

2020 – 293 confirmed cases

39 - pending



Indoor and Outdoor Heat Deaths
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A/C Present
91%

A/C Not 
Present

9%

Ninety-one percent of indoor deaths had an air conditioning 
unit present at time of death. (N=43)

87%

8%
5%

Among deaths where an A/C unit was present, a non-
functioning A/C unit was the most common reason for not
having a cooled environment at the time of death.

Non-Functioning

Functioning but Not In
Use

No Electricity

AC Status of 2019 Heat Deaths



A/C Present
82%

A/C Not 
Present

18%

Eighty –two percent of indoor deaths had an air 
conditioning unit present at time of death. (N=45) AC Status of 2020 Heat Deaths

69%

31%

0%

Among deaths where an A/C unit was present, a non-functioning
A/C unit was the most common reason for not having a cooled
environment at the time of death.
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Healthy Urban Environments (HUE) Initiative Project
Maricopa County Manufactured and RV Homes: 

Raising Awareness about Extreme Heat, Safety Tips, and Available 

Community Resources

Vjollca Berisha, Sr. Epidemiologist

Climate and Health Program

Office of Epidemiology

Disease Control Division



Survey Results: COVID-19 Questions

Q: How is COVID-19 affecting your household’s daily life?

74%

16%

2%

14%

22%
28%

2%

A household
member lost a job

Household
member

diagnosed with
COVID-19

Household
member was
hospitalized

Unable to provide
food for family

Unable to pay
rent/mortgage

Unable to pay for
utilities

Unable to help
children with

school/childcare



Survey Results: COVID-19 Questions

Q: How is COVID-19 affecting you personally?

24% selected other: 

-Depressed, frustrated

-Afraid for daughter who works in 

hospital

-No personal changes

-Afraid for children

-Household member has asthma and is 

afraid he will get sick

-Sad unable to visit family

-A family member died of COVID

-The world is not the same and 

everything is so serious now 

-Afraid to go outside in the streets

35% lost sleep19% of individuals 

reported feeling lonely

73% Fear 

getting sick

64% of 

individuals 

reported feeling 

anxious



Energy Insecurity and Public Health Workgroup Meeting 

(December 21, 20)

Happy Holidays

May Peace, Joy and Health 

be with you and your Family!

Lauren, Diana, and Vjollca


